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It’sstilla taboosubject–politiciansarescared
MERSEYSIDE also
introduced the country’s first
Independent Sexual Violence
Advisor when the ground-
breaking policing tactics
were brought in.

Shelly Stoops has helped
campaign for wider adoption
of the region’s model ever
since it was introduced, and
said the petition had made
amazing progress.

But she also said
politicians were afraid to
tackle the issue of violence
against sex workers, and had
dragged their feet on the
issue for too long.

“I think it’s still very much
a taboo subject. Politicians
are scared of going there.

“I’ve spoken to lots of
people – politicians, people in
Government, people in the
Home Office. I’ve spoken to
many, many people over the
years.

“Everyone thinks it’s a
marvellous idea, and
everyone says it’s wonderful,
but nobody seems to make it
happen. I think people are
just afraid to stick their head
above the parapet and say
‘hey, we’re doing this’.

“All praise to Merseyside

Police for saying, ‘Do you
know what, we’re putting
public safety as a priority
here, and saying sex workers’
lives matter.’”

She said some areas of the
country did seem to be
learning from the examples
set on Merseyside, but more
work was needed.

The advantages of the
methods used on Merseyside
were a “no-brainer”, she
said, so it was hard to see
why the issue had been
avoided elsewhere for so
long.

She said: “It saves lives.

them down and put them in
prison.’

“But you can’t have that if
you’re also the one who’s the
enforcer, and you’re trying to
prosecute people all the

time who are soliciting. You
can’t have both.

“It’s about a
proportionate response.
And our force has
decided they want to
put rapists in prison.”

The police have to make a
decision – they have the
choice to be there, and be
the protectors, and build up
this trust with
women working
on the street.
They can say
‘We’re here,
come and give
us this
information
about these
dangerous
men, and
help us
to
track

Notax
dodge
PEOPLE who avoid
paying tax by hiding
their money overseas
could face jail under
sweeping new
regulations being
planned by the
Government.

Chancellor George
Osborne is consulting
on the creation of a
new criminal offence
to give HM Revenue &
Customs the power to
prosecute people who
do not declare their
foreign income, even if
they did not
deliberately intend to
avoid payment.

Air for
sale
BEIJING artist
Liang Kegang
returned from a
business trip in
France with a
small item of
protest against
his home city’s
choking
pollution: a glass
jar of clean,
Provence air.

He put it up
for auction
before a group of
about 100
Chinese artists
and collectors
and it fetched
5,250 yuan
(£510).

Hands
down
THE “Olympics” of
Irish dancing is set to
attract thousands of
elite dancers and
supporters from
around the world this
week.

The 44th World
Irish Dancing
Championships open
in London tomorrow
and with more than
5,000 competitors
battling it out to be
crowned champions,
there will be wigs,
sequins, fake tan and
high kicks galore.

Dancers will
compete in solo, ceili,
choreography and
dance drama
categories in a variety
of age groups.
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Whatour
copsdid
Detective
Superintendent
TIM KEELAN,
responsible for
Public
Protection
issues within
Merseyside
Police, writes:
MERSEY-
SIDE Police
started to
treat crimes against sex
workers as ‘hate crimes’ in
2006.

It followed a number of
serious, violent incidents
against street sex workers
where their vulnerability
had made them targets for
violent or predatory men.

By treating such offences
against a sex worker as a
hate crime, we were
recognising these were
vulnerable women who
needed our help and
support and that it was the
people who harmed them
that were the real criminals.

Crimes against them
were investigated with the
support of specialist ‘Sigma’
units, whose officers had
received training to deal
with people with complex
or chaotic lifestyles and who
needed extra support in
order to maintain their
involvement with the
criminal justice process.

It also increased their
confidence in Merseyside
Police. And it allowed us to
link in very closely with the
health services, social
services and various
charities in order to get
these women help to
improve or even escape that
dangerous lifestyle.

For example, many sex
workers will suffer from
substance addiction and
that addiction may be why
they are doing the work
they do, and also why they
are particularly vulnerable.

If the police and other
agencies can help some of
them get off drugs, it is an
important step to getting
them off the streets.

In recent years we have
seen some very dangerous
offenders sent to prison for
extensive periods of time
for the violence they
inflicted on sex workers and
other women.

VIOLENT offenders who target prosti-
tutes are 10 times more likely to be
caught on Merseyside than elsewhere
in the country.

Now thousands of campaigners want
the methods used by police here to be
replicated by other forces around the
country.

More than 67,000 people have already
joined a petition for the “Merseyside
model” to be adopted nationwide.

It was adopted here in 2006 and has
seen a surge in convictions for crimes
against sex workers, who, campaigners
say, are seen as easy targets for violent
offenders.

But despite long-standing pleas for
the Government to learn from its suc-
cess and adopt it as national policy,
supporters say their calls have fallen on
deaf ears in the eight years since it was
brought in.

In response to this delay the petition
was launched in January, urging Home
Secretary Theresa May to finally bring
about change.

Campaigners point to the fact just
6.5% of sex crimes against prostitutes
led to a conviction in 2010, while on
Merseyside this figure was 67% – in
Liverpool alone it was 90%.

It was launched by the mother of a
sex worker who was murdered by a
modern-day Jack the Ripper – copying
the harrowing crimes carried out over
100 years ago.

Jackie Summerford said if the policy
had been operating nationwide her
24-year-old daughter Bonnie could still
be alive, as her murderer was known to
the police.

She had become involved in drugs
and fallen into the sex trade in East
London when Derek Brown – who had
previously beaten girls and been con-
victed for rape – cruelly killed her.

He was later found to have murdered
another woman – 29-year-old Xiao Mei
Guo, an illegal immigrant who was
working as a prostitute to pay gangs
extorting money from her.

Both women were single mothers.
Jackie said because prostitutes were

treated as second-class citizens her
daughter was denied the protection she
needed, along with other vulnerable
women who worked in the sex trade
because of drug addiction or poverty.

She said: “People in prostitution are
made ‘easy targets’ for criminals by the
current laws because they do not have
the protection of the police and re-
course to justice.

“Many suffer being dismissed or
blamed by the police when they report
crimes committed against them, and
end up being treated as criminals in-
stead of the victims of crime they are.”

The Mersey model was recommen-
ded for wider adoption in 2011, when a
national group of chief police officers
included it in guidance for policing
prostitution and sexual exploitation.

But supporters of the model say they
have been simply been paid lip service
by Government ministers afraid to
tackle the taboo subject.

They hope the new petition will show
the overwhelming support for national
adoption, and ensure sex workers are
protected in future.

Detective Superintendent Tim
Keelan, who heads up Merseyside Po-
lice’s Public Protection unit, said he
was pleased that some other forces had
recently shown interest in taking up the
approach.

He said: “The Merseyside ‘model’ is
seen as best practice nationally, and we
are always prepared to speak to other
police forces about the way we do things
if they are interested in adopting our

approach. It puts the safety and well-
being of vulnerable people like sex
workers first.”

Responding to the campaigners’
calls, Crime Prevention Minister Nor-
man Baker said it was a Government
priority to end all forms of violence
against women and girls, including
“particularly vulnerable” women work-
ing in the sex trade.

He added: “Local agencies are best
placed to find solutions to local prob-
lems but where schemes are effective in
protecting individuals and communit-
ies, we want to share information and
best practice.

“We expect every report of sexual
violence and rape to be treated seri-
ously, every victim to be treated with
dignity and every investigation and
prosecution to be conducted thoroughly
and professionally.”
● The petition can be viewed here:
http://chn.ge/1oXdOu4
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